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WILLIAM MACDUFF URQUHART, OBITUARY

William Macduff Urquhart, MC, MA, Ll.B., SSC

Secretary of Charlotte Baptist Chapel, 1927 to 1965
There are other sub-titles that would be equally correct ​for this article, but for the members of Charlotte Chapel this is the most significant and proper.

The Annual Business Meeting of the Chapel was held on Monday ​Evening, 10th May, but there was one very obvious departure from ​the normal – our Secretary was not on the platform. This was only ​the second occasion as far as the writer can remember throughout ​these 38 years that Mr. Urquhart had not been with us. Our Pastor ​made reference to this unavoidable absence owing to illness, and the members cordially endorsed the proposal that the Pastor should convey our loving sympathy to him at the first opportunity.

Mr. Urquhart’s association with the Chapel dates back to his earliest boyhood days. He was baptized and joined the membership ​in the year 1903, and was thereafter actively engaged in the work and witness of the Chapel in the Young People’s Group and as a Sunday ​School teacher – to be a member of his class was considered to be fortunate indeed!

And then in 1914 the normal course of life was rudely interrupted by the outbreak of the First World War. Mr. Urquhart was alre​ady a commissioned officer in the "Dandy Ninth" –Edinburgh’s kilted territorial battalion of the Royal Scots, and was thereafter ​involved in the war from its very commencement. Indeed, one of the writer’s most vivid memories of that period is of being taken into Princes Street Station as a small boy to see the "Dandy Ninth" swinging down Lothian Road and into the station to entrain for the Western ​Front, in these dark days of February, 1915 – and in particular to "Willie" Urquhart and his younger brother, Douglas, set off that night ​for the battle.

Mr. Urquhart’s war record is a story in itself – suffice it to say that he was demobilised in 1919 with the rank of Major, and the holder ​of the Military Cross and a splendid record of service, through which he did not come altogether unscathed.

In 1917, whilst still on Active Service, he was elected as a Deacon, and on his return to civilian life in 1919 he fulfilled his duties in this ​office in his usual conscientious and able manner, and amongst other work acted as secretary of the Deacons’ Court until 1927. At this date he was elected to the office of Elder, and was immediately asked by ​Dr. Scroggie and his brother Elders to take over the duties of Secretary to the Elders’ Court and to the Church. From that time until May of this year he has continued in this office, bringing to it his many gifts and his training which he devoted to the Chapel and to his Lord and Master. Thirty-eight years is a large slice of a man’s life, and to continue in such a demanding position in a church so active and with so many ramifications for such a lengthy period speaks much for a man’s devotion and faithfulness. In sickness and in health – in eventful or less stirring times – Mr. Urquhart carried on, ever ready with his counsel and advice, always tempered with the touch of humour so characteristic of him.

Some of these years were of particular stress in the life of C.C. such as the two years of the vacancy after Dr. Scroggie’s leaving the Chapel and the settling in of Dr. Sidlow Baxter – a period when Mr. Urquhart’s services as secretary and chairman of the many meetings of the Diaconate and the Members was particularly accept​able to all concerned. During these two years Mr. Urquhart sent out over 800 letters in the course of maintaining the ministry and life of the Chapel.

The writer, engaged in his own particular spheres of the work of C.C. had, on more than one occasion, reason to thank God for the fact that Mr. Urquhart was at hand to counsel and advise in the problems that presented themselves from time to time, and takes this opportunity of expressing again his warm thanks to him for his kindly understanding and help at these times.

It is impossible in such an article as this to do more than indicate in a small way what our Secretary has meant to C.C. over these years, but whilst this tribute is in many ways quite inadequate, we do wish to avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our deep sense of gratitude to him for all his labour of love over these many years, and in doing so we, of course, realise that in all this service to the Chapel, Mr. Urquhart’s highest ambition was to serve in love and faithfulness Him whom he had accepted as his own personal Saviour in these early days and whom he continued to own as his own Lord and Master throughout his whole career.

� Record, June 1965, pp. 10–11. Although the author is not stated, he was Robert (Bert) Aitken.


� Robert Aitken does not refer, in his obituary, to MacDuff Urquhart’s wife. She was, and remained, a member of St Giles’ Cathedral, and she pre-deceased him. She was hardly ever seen in Charlotte Chapel, and most members had no idea what she looked like. In her later years, she was in poor health, and the writer (who was on reasonably familiar terms with him, despite the age disparity, because of their common membership of the Society of Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland), recollects Urquhart saying, after giving the intimations in the Chapel on a Sunday, that he had to slip away because he had to attend to his wife in her illness.





